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The uninsured

A campaign
for action

L .te ...... monlh..lbee-sus.eure.uld oecIa.­
round oIllUlllben deUoiUnc. stTIkillljump In the
tally oIlhe natlon's unInsund.

These nllures lell .. 51ark Siory and the lIIlISUge
behind IhMllsch>v': Now. more than e¥l!I'".1s the tllne to
focus On till. problem and make solving It a national
ImPl!....tlve.

And WMII problem it Is. n>e (;eMu, 8uI'\'..... In lIS
repon. "Income, Poverty and Health Insurance Cover.
aGe In the United Slat"": :.D:l6... found the number or poo­
pie WllhOll1 health [IISlIr-
aIlee 'I some point In Ihe
year I'OH qaln, tills time
!\'om 44.1 mlUlon (1$.3%) in
2005 10 41 million (IU") in
7lXIIi. A Qy r.c.or 111 the In­
~ Is the number who
no IonIl'T lui.... employff·
ptOYlded OIl' prlvale'y pur­
chued health huUlll~.

The ~t.Iop! who roe­
eel,," heallh beMflts
lhrouch In emplorn- de­
dlnecllO ..no In DIS from
60.2% In 2005. l'oIorN'~.

the numberortbU·tlme workers wllhout helJth conr­
ace IWl! l'rom 20.8 mlltlon 10 22 million dUl"!nlJ that peri.
od. presumably be<:au5e employe.... worken or boTh
found It ""'" prohIbitive.

n>e natlon.OO los\ IP'O\lnd In wlull had boon one of
Its few brl~hl SpoIl. For Ih'e years. the number or unln·
lured cllHdren In llle U.S. decreased, mainly because of
expansion. In Ml!dlcald and tile 'ue«•• or Ille Stale
Children'. llealtlllnsuraRce Pn:>Kram, For 1M second
)'NI" In • row. hoW<l'\"et", litis posllh'1! trend did noc hold,
IlId tM numberofunlnsured chlldl'l!T1 lncrMSed rmm
• million (IO.J%) In 200510 L7 million (11.7'10) In 2006.

PIlyAcIanl know firslhand why these clrc\unst.ances
~ du.. 1bfy _lite diffl,cullil's~ cIIoy - IIII! chil·
drftt willt ..thlNl who wind up In emeopolC)' depar1·
menu. the PIItlenU with compllcallortl from un_ted
dllbetes.nd till! manJ othen with equally troublinc
III" J =- esa>et bitted by • IxJ< or llO'iee.. 1115 tl\IIt es­
seaLlalmialnc dement thaI is keeplnrmlllions of PI­
1\eIllS from Reltinll p1tyslclan·.eaft bei:n. pooblem
b«wa. crlsb. """1'1 why orpnblHl medldne ill m·
inion tbe~orcivinllphp,ldansand ptttienU'
voice In the procea,

On lhe near horizon. ConIf1!$l has returned 10 lhe
talk or twnmerInc OUI. reooulhorizalloro althe""'P1rinll
SUte Children'. Health Insunoooe 1'r'oV&m. The Ameri·
can Medlell Assocl.tlon his bftn In lhe rorefronl or
pressinll ror & result that wiD allow aU the eligible kids
who Ilr1! unln$ured 10 be c:oven!d,

But even I victory Iltll allows more ehlldl'l!T1 """"SI

to health insurance II only pan or whal Ultruly neces-·
&at")', A<klresslnll the Issoo or the unlmured wllllnvotve
a broad·based commitment. To this end, Ihe AMA

h.... launched I Ihn!e-)'ear,
muillmlllion dollar cam­
paign In conjunction willt
the election cycle. The flrsl
~.r rocu.Jel on etr0rt5 10
lalk willt VOIl!rI and candi­
dates lbout the problem
and theAMA·....utions.

Undfr the AMA plan. the
majorily or Amerk:anl
wO\lId hive the meanli 10
punbue hMIth ImIU"lfloCe
through w: tndlu.. People
""""d h:I'"e dlolcea, so they
can Hlecl the appropriate

an~ror themselvelllUld tbeirtamlliel. And il w<lIIkI
promote illSUraooe market rerorms.

The camptl!gn's flnt ph.ase wiD have &speclal empha·
sis In Walhlnll!on. D.C.. and early primary states. The
objectlve wlll be 10 urge vote,." 10 casllhclr lxlllol5 wllh
this issue In mind.

8y the se<:ond year. 2008, lhe efl"on wlll !lO national. In
2009. Ihe campaign's final )'ear. Ihe rocu. will shift to
urglnw Congress to pass legislation 10 nx thl, national
problem.

AMA leltden Sly thecamPllllllllllesliJ1ed to nile
the profUe or the uninsured lIsue In tl\le upcomlnc de­
bate by emllO'Vl!r1ng physlclln. 10 use Ihelr political
ml&t!1 10 cIo "'hal they .... trained to do _ look OUI for
p11IIenU' beIIlmensu;. For details. visit the campll.ip>·.
Websl.(1rllp:II_~~/}.

To.:b~11_ pltysicians. patients and bwmalr.·
en will hive 10 'tep forwanl.nd be IINrd. Aller III
thott.lll these nwnben ,~In&. they mean so
much 1III;n. 6ehind them races ormen. women and
<:hIl<nn - famUIes - for whom needed hellIth~ is a
fot econe hope becaU!le lhe cost otIn~ Is beyond
theirreadt...


